
 

 A Harley-Davidson mo-

torcycle was once de-

signed to look like a giant 

hamburger! 

 There is a waterfall in 

Hawaii that sometimes falls 

up, instead of down! 

 
Weird but true facts from 

kids.nationalgeographic.com  

Our March contest is for origi-

nal art and poetry all about 

amazing spring break desti-

nations—real or imagined. 

Your art should be on plain, 

white paper (no notebook 

paper, please!), outlined with 

black Sharpie, and your po-

em must be neatly printed or 

typed. Turn in poetry and 

artwork to Ms. Rohlfs-Hill rohlfs

-hille@mtnbrook.k12.al.us)by 

Thursday, March 16. Include 

your name, grade, and hom-

eroom teacher. As always, 

any student in any grade is 

welcome to participate. 

 When you think of a 

heart, what do you see? 

Do you see the lovely 

shape that is on Valentine’s 

cards? Or, do you see a 

muscular organ 

that pumps 

blood through 

t h e  b o d y ? 

Where does the 

heart symbol 

come from? 

 It began with the an-

cient Greeks and Romans 

and a plant. The silphium 

was a plant used by these 

ancient people as a heal-

ing herb. Apparently, it also 
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WEIRD, BUT TRUE! 

CONTESTS 

  When you hear Saint Patrick’s Day, 

many things may come to your mind 

such as the decorations we see around 

March 17th. I interviewed a sampling of 

MBE students at 

random to learn, 

“What is the first 

thing that comes to 

your mind when I 

say, ‘Saint Patrick’s 

Day’?” Their an-

swers should make 

you smile. 

  Many students-

-like Lucas, Ruston, 

and Gaines in third 

grade--said things 

like gold, rainbows, 

and leprechauns. 

 Down in the lower grades, it was a 

different story! First I went by Ms. Frey’s 

class and got the answer, “Valentine’s 

Day,” from Wake and Will. Jude, from 

Ms. Summers’s class, said “four-leaf clo-

vers,” and Will said, “Gotta wear green, 

or it will be crazy!” 
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worked well in cough syr-

up. Greek and Roman po-

ets wrote about the won-

ders of this miracle plant. 

Being so popular and used 

so often, the plant 

became extinct in 

the first century A.D. 

 Legend has it 

that the Nero, the 

Roman Emperor, was 

the last to behold the 

amazing silphium plant. The 

seeds supposedly resem-

bled the heart shape we 

now use in our Valentine’s 

gifts and doodles about 

our sweethearts. 

Love in the air, 

love everywhere. 

Drops of sweetness in your mouth, 

you can find it in the South. 

Hearts in eyes, 

and Valentine ties. 

Love your mother, 

love your father, 

and your siblings too. 

Give your pets some kisses, 

and some food for your fishes. 

Buy some chocolates for you, 

and your mother too. 

Love in the air, 

love everywhere. 

Happy Valentine’s Day, 

from me to you!  

 Do you want to stump 

your friends? Try these su-

percool facts from the Na-

tional Geographic website! 

 Did you know that 

Queen Bees sometimes 

quack? 

 Did you know that there 

are more plastic flamin-

goes than real ones in the 

U.S.A.? 

 To create Darth Vader’s 

infamous wheeze, a sound 

designer breathed into a 

scuba mask! 

 In Japan, you can buy 

watermelons shaped like 

pyramids! 

 Now down in Ms. Anastasia’s class 

almost every student wanted to be in-

terviewed. Mack and Parker said, 

“Patrick,” while Caroline and Olivia 

said, “Treasure!” 

Charlotte and Da-

v i s  s a i d , 

“chocolate coins,” 

and Louise said, 

“hearts.” Then, 

Henry added, 

“diamonds.” 

 At the end 

of my interviews 

were two of the 

most interesting St. 

Patrick’s Day ideas 

of all: Will said, 

“building a tower,” and James from first 

grade said, “What is that?” 

 There are many symbols for Saint 

Patrick’s Day like leprechauns with pots 

of gold, the color green, and four-leaf 

clovers, but these ideas from the crea-

tive minds at MBE deserve to be re-

membered! 
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Polar Bears on 
Spring Break 

Artwork by Ingrid S. 
(Tompkins, 6th) 
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  Claudius II, Roman em-

peror in the third century, 

thought that single men 

were better qualified to be 

soldiers than men with 

wives and children, so he 

outlawed marriage. 

  A priest named Valen-

tine thought that this law 

was unjust and married 

people anyway. When 

Claudius II found out what 

Valentine was doing, he 

ordered him to be put to 

death. 

  Other stories suggest 

that Valentine was put to 

death for helping Christians 

escape Roman prisons, 

where they were often bul-

lied. 

  Oth-

er stories 

suggest 

t h a t 

w h e n 

V a l e n -

tine was 

i m p r i s -

oned, he 

sent the 

f i r s t 

“Valentine” himself to 

someone he fell in love 

with. 

  It was not until the 14th 

century that this Christian 

feast holiday became fo-

cused on love. 

  An-

other the-

ory is 

G e o f -

f r e y 

Chaucer, 

the English poet, 

was the first to link this 

holiday to love and friend-

ship. In 1381 Chaucer 

wrote a poem to celebrate 

the engagement of Eng-

land's Richard II and Anne 

of Bohemia. It was a poetic 

tradition to incorporate a 

feast day, so Chaucer 

chose Valentine’s Day.  

them that you’re not 

aware of. Try talking to 

them about how you feel, 

and let them know you 

miss their friendship. You 

could offer to help them 

study, and next time, try 

not to let them know your 

grade. If none of this works, 

maybe it’s time to think 

about making some new 

friends who value grades 

as much as you do! 

 

Sincerely, 

Miss Know-It-All 

 You know that it's 

spring when flowers bloom-

-colors that bring life into 

the world once again. 

 You know that it's 

spring when the tempera-

ture changes. 

 But maybe knowing it’s 

spring isn’t about all that 

scientific jig. 

 Maybe spring brings 

new emotion into the cities 

and rural areas. 

 Maybe spring is a time 

for celebrating. 

 Maybe spring is a time 

for change. 

 It’s different for every-

one; how does spring 

make you feel? How does 

it affect you? 

 Today almost everyone has an electronic gadget. 

Whether it is an iPad, iTouch, tablet, phone, or computer, 

be careful how you use it, especially at night. If you use it at 

night, it stimulates your brain which can make it really hard 

to go to sleep. Here are some suggestions to help you have 

fun without staring at a screen. 

 

#1 Kickball: You can have a lot of fun by playing a good 

ol’ game of  kickball. This game is pretty much the same 

thing as baseball with a mixture of soccer. Kick the ball in-

stead of hitting it with a bat. You kick it, and run to a base 

as soon as you can. This game is fun to play with family on 

a big open field at your house, or even here at school! 

 

#2 Bake-sale/lemonade stand: Here is another idea that 

can also make you some money. A bake sale is a simple 

yet fun way to earn money, bake yummy things, and have 

leftovers. All you need to do is set up a table anywhere, 

preferably near a busy road or stop sign (be sure an adult 

helps you), and make a sign to advertise your treats and 

prices. There you go!  

  Last year, the Spartans 

suffered a terrible loss in the 

first round of the playoffs to 

the Gadsden City Titans at 

Jacksonville State Universi-

ty. 

  The previous three 

years, the Spartans made 

the AHSAA state champi-

onship at the BJCC. The first 

two of those years, the 

Spartans won the 6A state 

championships, beating 

the Sparkman Senators 

(Huntsville, Al) and the 

Blount Leopards (Mobile, 

Al).    

  The third year Moun-

tain Brook took a loss 

against the Bucs of Hoover 

(Hoover, Al) in their first 

year in 7A. 

  This year, they are look-

ing to secure another title 

run. They have had tre-

mendous performances all 

-end OJ Howard for a 

touchdown, making it 24-

14. 

  On the next drive 

Clemson plowed down the 

field, and quarterback 

Watson found receiver 

Mike Williams for the touch-

down. Clemson, after get-

ting a quick stop on de-

fense, drove straight down 

the field for a goal-line 

touchdown by Gallman. 

Two drives later, after a 4th 

down conversion and a 

trick play, Alabama’s quar-

terback Hurts ran for a 

touchdown to score 31-28 

with about 2 minutes to go. 

  On the last drive of the 

college football season 

Watson connected on two 

huge downfield passes to 

Mike Williams and Jordan 

Leggett. Finally, with one 

second left, Watson hit 

Renfrow for a touchdown--

making Clemson the 2016 

National Champions.  

  center 

now! What should I 

do? I just want my friends 

back. Can you help me? 

 

Sincerely, 

246 CrazyPants 

 

 

Dear 246 Cra-

zyPants, 

First of all, con-

gratulations on 

being a Smarty

-Pants and 

earning a 100! 

Your friends don’t seem 

very nice if they’re unkind 

to you just because of a 

grade. Perhaps there’s 

something else that upset 

Dear Miss Know-It-All, 

Today I am sad because I 

don’t have anyone to talk 

to. All my 

friends are 

mad at me 

because I got 

a 100 on a test, 

and they did-

n’t. Now peo-

ple are calling 

me a Smarty-

Pants behind 

the teacher’s 

back, and it’s 

rude! I mean, who would 

do such a thing? I’ve been 

friends with them, like, for-

ever. And they’re really 

unkind to stop being friends 

year, including a Steel City 

Invitational Championship 

Game win and three other 

wins against the Huffman 

Vikings (Birmingham, Al); a 

championship run in the 

AL.Com Classic in Huntsville

--before falling short to 

John Petty and the 

J e m i s o n  J a g u a r s 

(Huntsville, Al); an 83-43 win 

at Jaguar Arena at Spain 

Park (Hoover, Al); and 

three double-digit wins 

against Alex Reese and 6A 

number one Pelham 

(Pelham, Al). 

  Mountain Brook is cur-

rently ranked number three 

in 7A and was ranked num-

ber five in the nation by 

MaxPreps. This year seems 

like it will be yet another 

deep playoff run for the 

Spartans, and let's hope so. 

Go, Spartans!  

 The National Champi-

onship had no disappoint-

ments. It started off with a 

25-yard touchdown run to 

give Alabama a 7-0 lead. 

After that Clemson could 

not get their offense going 

and gave the ball back to 

Alabama and Bo Scar-

brough; he got another 37-

yard touchdown to make 

the score 14-0. Finally, Des-

haun Watson started to 

heat up as they drove 

down the field and scored 

an 8-yard touchdown run. 

 The second half started 

off with a Clemson issue as 

Wayne Gallman fumbled a 

handoff and Alabama’s 

Ryan Anderson picked it 

up. Alabama quickly 

scored a field goal and 

made it 17-7. Later Clem-

son drove down the field 

and hit Hunter Renfrow for 

a touchdown. Then two 

drives later, Alabama quar-

terback Jalen Hurts hit tight


